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Abderrabhmane Yomsoz/ﬁ accompagné d’Amina Bouayach,
lors de la visite officielle en Colombie, 2000

INTRODUCTION I

SI ABDERRAHMANE YOUSSOUF|
PARCOURS D'UN HOMME D'ETAT

e Maroc a fait ses adieux, vendredi 29 mai 2020, a I'une de ses figures les plus
emblématiques et I'un de ses hommes les plus illustres : Si Abderrahmane

Youssoufi, Homme d’Etat marocain, leader socialiste, ancien Premier
ministre et grand militant de 'Indépendance et des droits de 'Homme. Le déces de
Si Youssoufi est un déchirement ressenti par la Nation entiére, et une peine qui a
retenti partout dans le monde. Ce 29 mai 2020, Si Abderrahmane nous a quittés pour
faire son entrée dans I'Histoire.

Si Abderrahmane fut enterré, dans le contexte exceptionnel de état d’'urgence
sanitaire que nous traversons, aux cotés d’une autre figure déterminante du Maroc
moderne, son compagnon Abdallah Ibrahim. La discrétion et 'humilité qui
caractériserent ces funérailles furent a 'image de 'homme. Sur les réseaux sociaux,
ce sont prés d’un milliard d’utilisateurs qui rendirent hommage au dernier des Sages
alors qu’il rejoignait sa derniére demeure.

Feu Abderrahmane Youssoufi, avocat de métier, patriote de caeur, aura été I'un des
plus fervents défenseurs de 'Indépendence de son pays, de son intégrité territoriale
et de la liberté au Maroc.

Homme de toutes les causes, désintéressé, intégre et modeste, Si Abderrahmane
a su incarner durant ses longues années dengagement la figure de 'Homme d’Etat
magnanime qui a tout sacrifié pour son pays, non pour le pouvoir ou la gloire, mais
par devoir et par foi. Son épouse et sa compagne de vie, Héléne, est peut-étre 'une
des rares personnes qui ont su le comprendre et mesurer 'ampleur de son sacrifice et
la profondeur de son amour pour sa Patrie.



Cette foi inébranlable en son pays, son peuple et sa Nation a, sans doute, fait de
Si Abderrahmane celui qui a marqué de son empreinte indélébile l'action pionniére
de défense des droits de 'Homme au Maroc et dans le monde. Homme d’écoute,
d’abord, et de dialogue, feu Youssoufi a toujours proné les valeurs de modération,
d’égalité et de tolérance dans sa lutte pour les libertés fondamentales des Marocains.
On ne cessa de lui reprocher, d’ailleurs, cet esprit réformiste et modéré tout au long
de sa vie ; par ignorance peut-€tre, par impatience sans doute. Mais Si Abderrahmane
avait compris, avant d’autres, que la justice et la vérité ne pouvaient se faire dans la
division et la violence.

Clest cet esprit méme qui I'anima lorsqu’il fonda, avec d’autres illustres noms du
mouvement des droits de 'THomme au Maroc, 'Organisation Marocaine des Droits
de 'Homme, ou je I'ai rencontré pour la premiére fois. Ma premiére impression de
lui fut celle d'un homme d’une grande modestie. Sa maitrise des sujets, son calme et
son humour face aux provocations m'inspirent encore.

Durant les nombreuses années ot je I'ai cotoyé, a TOMDH d’abord, en tant que
chargée de communication dans son Cabinet ensuite, et plus tard, j’ai pu découvrir en
Si Abderrahmane un homme d’un humanisme extraordinaire, d’un stoicisme inégalé,
d’une immense intelligence et d'un optimisme impassible malgré les choix difficiles
et les moments d’incertitude.

En matiére de droits de 'lHomme, son courage et son attachement a une approche
impartiale et objective, basée sur les données et le Droit, dépourvue de toute
superficialité spécieuse ou automatisme artificiel, ont grandement servi la cause des
droits de 'Homme dans notre Pays.

Plus que tout, je noublierai jamais l'affection qu’il m'a toujours manifestée et sa
sollicitude vis-a-vis de moi-méme et de mes enfants durant toute sa vie.

L'initiative de compiler ce livre en hommage a feu Youssoufi nest pas de
capturer tout ce que fut Si Abderrahmane mais de célébrer I'ceuvre que fut sa vie,
ses accomplissements et son héritage. Le nombre important de personnalités ayant

souhaité contribuer a ce recueil est un testament au nombre de vies qu'il a touché,
a 'immense considération dont il bénéficie et au profond respect que lui vouent tant
de gens, qu’ils aient ou non pu lui dire au adieu dans ces pages. Je ne saurai assez les
remercier pour leur participation a ce dernier hommage et suis honorée de pouvoir
introduire tant d’imminentes personnalités dont la stature refléte leurs contributions
ala cause démocratique.

Chacun de leurs récits éclaire une des multiples facettes du parcours exceptionnel
de Si Abderrahmane, un homme d’Etat marocain qui a su, durant toute sa vie, agir
par principe, devoir et discrétion, faire 'histoire du Maroc et de 'Humanité, et

inscrire dans l'espace et le temps, son nom.

Si Abderrahmane, tu nous manques déja.

Amina Bouayach
Présidente du CNDH



ABDERRAHMANE YOUSSOUFI

GLIMPSES FROM HIS PATH
A THEMATIC-BASED BIOGRAPHY

Amina Bouayach

hen you have the opportunity to look back and carefully examine Si Abderrahmane
Youssouft’s path, you will definitely see a perfect example of concrete critical and

thorough thinking, much contemplation, and active listening in action. You will
slowly and surely understand how persistence and strong statesmanship were among the
main pillars that shaped his real-life story; which almost seems to be drawn out from the
imaginary. From this profound perspective, I will try to construct a biography that does not
give too much credit to or focus on dates and times; for it cannot be faithful to the unique
and qualitative momentums in his life and path. For someone like Si Abderrahmane, someone
who lived through and was part of some very critical moments and events in Morocco’s
history, different approaches can be suggested to construct his biography.

I chose for a biography that would rather help us reflect on some important themes and
specific topics to deepen our knowledge on “what happened” in the Moroccan landscape.
It is a short and flawed biography that will highlight some main topics in his career that were
strongly present in Si Abderrahmane’s life, occupied his thoughts, prompted his actions and
which he turned into decisions, positions and initiatives.

'This short biography starts from life events that really marked Si Abderrahmane’s life, in
order to give the reader a window to and a glimpse of a continuous journey of concerns and
preoccupations, in a way that is actually true and faithful to the thinking dynamics and the
rigor in Si Abderrahmane’s way of doing things. The dates, then, become irrelevant in such
a biography. They are only moments in time that witnessed the emerging of this priority or
that concern and that will later shape collective transformations and changes. They are only
time indications to remind us of some strategic events and moments that Si Abderrahmane
witnessed, lived through, and engaged in.

Commitment to women’s rights

Si Abderrahmane Youssoufi was born to Ahmed and Fatima on March, 8*. And with
every Earth’s rotation around the Sun, the momentum of the 8" of March would come full
of events that shaped Si Abderrahmane’s life and influenced him, his family and his relatives,
and also contributed to shaping his positions and orientations. Since it’s the 8" of March,
International Women’s Day, it is evident that the occasion would literally overwhelm his
life with moments and events directly related to women’s rights. He witnessed firsthand the
denigration of all women’s physical and moral efforts (from working in the fields to raising
children) and the denial to recognize these efforts. On the other hand, he also advocated for
and lived to see progress in women’s rights ; towards the recognition of their humanity and the
consequent recognition of their human rights to work, to equal pay, to citizenship, to equality
and to political participation.

In his childhood, Si Abderrahmane Youssoufi witnessed polygamy firsthand. The one that
was accepted in society, for many reasons. Sometimes it was taken for granted in society,
sometimes it was considered necessary, and other times it was considered a “right”. This,
however, was not welcome nor putative for Si Abderrahmane. Polygamy was something he
revolted against as soon he reached adulthood.

Perhaps it’s through the same child’s eye that he committed to advancing the status of
women in several international fora, events and organizations. This was the case for example for
the Socialist International and the Arab world, and through the organizations and institutes
with which he was involved. It is the same eye that was behind the meetings that he held with
women’s organizations during the preparations for the government tenure in 1998; the same
eye by which he oversaw the National Plan for the Integration of Women in Development.
'This was a particular moment where society started deliberating on the concept of equality
in Moroccan spaces, including private and family lives. Morocco embarked consequently on
a permanent journey to advance women’s human rights. Human rights have since overcame
the obstacles and “pockets of resistance”, and it is the same eye that closely followed and
advocated for the importance of promoting women’s political participation, especially when
“a national list was allocated for women, allowing them to have at least a minimum of 10%
of Parliament seats.”



Enforced disappearance

Si Abderrahmane Youssoufi was not unfamiliar with enforced loss. He grew up in a family
that lived through the pain and suffering of having someone being disappeared involuntarily.
Even if this didn’t have any political implications for Si Abderrahmane at the time, it became
later a life experience that stimulated political engagement and profound thinking.

As a child, he lived with the enforced disappearance of his brother, and he did not fully
understand the reasons behind it. He “accepted” it as a moment of infinite nothingness.
Si Abderrahmane also lived this experience through the pain and suffering of a mother who
left no stones unturned in her search and her attempts to have her son back; a son who was
victim of enforced disappearance and “detention”.

Similar stories of enforced and involuntary disappearance would then follow each other.
Sometimes it was close, sometimes it was about a beloved one, sometimes they prompted
radical thoughts; other times they gave birth to unprecedented reflections and reactions. But
every time the impact of the pain and suftering resulting from all forms of disappearances grew.

When symptoms of the “heart attack” began to show, the dossier of enforced disappearances,
exiles, convicts, and all the different cases of the “Ember and Lead”, the need to fully read this
page before turning it became persistent. Reading through this page was actually one of the
critical moments and a milestone in the process of democracy and human rights in Morocco.

Multilingualism

The “international” status of the city of Tangiers was a venue and opportunity for
multilingualism to develop daily. It prevailed everywhere; Moroccan Darija, Tarifit,
and Arabic on the one hand, and the languages of the “protectors”, including Spanish,
French, English, Italian and German, on the other. We can only imagine the activity of the
neurotransmitters and neuroreceptors and the “fireworks” that went off consequently in the
brain of a child roaming the large streets and narrow alleys of Tangiers. These were venues
where multilingualism prevailed and ruled with all its might.

The child who had the opportunity to live in an environment of linguistic and cultural
plurality was in a permanent state of acquisition. Daily life was for him a lab to experience
and engage in rare and applied comparisons between cultures and values

By the time he reached the legal age, Si Abderrahmane had learnt of the different places

each language he spoke occupied in society : one spread by money, one imposed by money and

weapons, one was backed by faith, and one was used intimately in private life. He now looked
at the distinctions the child had made but from the perspective of a young man who grasped
such new concepts like patriotism, truth and justice.

Through this instigated the commitment of Si Abderrahmane to democracy and human
rights, with a resounding rigor, pragmatism and objectivity; whether it came to the struggle
against colonialism, or to enriching the profession of lawyers, or for the sake of freedom of
expression and press.

Cultural diversity

'The “International” city of Tangiers was a daily venue of cultural diversity. Eids, feasts, joys
and sorrows, in streets, alleys, and homes, were special moments for parades, songs, customs,
traditions and language expressions of positions and orientations.

Despite the coercion that reigned in the “International City”, this enabled Si Abderrahmane
to storm into the international forums as an activist and a defender of human dignity.
It is true, Si Abderrahmane experienced a diversity that was imposed by the protectors who
discriminated against Moroccans, but at international fora he fought against discrimination
to protect the right to diversity.

Inspiring the political landscape

Si Abderrahmane Youssoufl resigned from his partisan duties as soon as the results of
the legislative elections back in 1993 were announced. He resigned in protest against the
corruption in elections that were supposed and expected to be fair. When Si Abderrahmane
talked about those moments, he said: “It was clear it looked like nothing had changed, and
“Halima returned to her old habits™. All authorities, including the ministry of interior, ignored
the Royal instructions. I had no options other than voicing my anger and indignation and
made it clear that I was unable to remain patient any longer in the face of this unseemly
and irresponsible sight in which the future of this country and its citizens was jeopardized.
So I decided to submit my resignation from the General Secretariat of the Socialist Union”.
Si Abderrahmane left then Morocco voluntarily.

Rarely but surely, despite being simple, authentic decisions can sometimes mark the
beginning of some historical turns. This was the case for Si Abderrahmane’s decision to

1 Proverb used about someone trying to quit a bad habit but ended up going back to it.



resign. It did actually stir decades-long still pots in Moroccan politics. It sent shock waves
through the Moroccan political spectrum, which turned into a landscape that was then ready
to change.

After early elections, Si Abderrahmane Youssoufi returned to his homeland as His Majesty
late King Hassan II wished, at the time, to launch a “Consensual Cycle”. On February 4,1998,
he was appointed as Prime Minister of the “government of alternance”. For the occasion, His
Majesty the King explicitly mentioned Si Abderrahmane’s competence and loyalty, saying He
knew very well that since the Independence, Si Abderrahmane had never run after positions
but rather constantly ran from them. His Majesty the King indicated in His message that the
country was actually heading towards a new era that required a lot of effort to move forward,
and to be ready for the twenty-first century.

Efficiency and loyalty were indeed evident in the smooth transfer of power between the
two Kings, late Hassan II and His Majesty King Mohammed VI. When talking about this
particular moment, Si Abderrahmane would usually evoke it with a unique appreciation:
“I myself lived through a moment of historical pride”, he said... “because I had the honor to
be at the forefront of those who signed the pledge of allegiance after the royal family. This is
an honor for me, for my party, and for my movement. This was another historical moment”.

Support for democratic methodology

'The concept of “democratic methodology” was linked to Si Abderrahmane Youssoufi’s
assessment of the experience of “Consensual Cycle”. He firmly believed that it was necessary
to move from “Consensual Rotation” (or alternance) to “Democratic Rotation”. In the eyes
of the prime minister, the consensual rotation was nothing but an exercise to democratic
rotation. But “while we were waiting for this transition from “consensual” to “democratic
rotation”, the Royal Court released a communiqué on October 9, 2002 announcing that
M. Driss Jettou, Minister of the Interior in the previous government, was appointed by His
Majesty as Prime Minister”.

'That was the moment of “democratic methodology, a moment that combined firmness
with the ease of political consideration. Si Abderrahmane’s position was frank and was
consistent with the explicit provisions of the Constitution, as he said “I told [His Majesty
the King] that the Constitution (of 1996) gave him the right to appoint whomever he will as
prime minister, but the democratic methodology required him to appoint the prime minister
from the political party that won the majority of parliamentary seats [in the elections].”

In August 2003, in Brussels, he summed up the experience of “Consensual Rotation”
in the light of the Supreme Interests of the Nation. He looked at in a way that took into
consideration the context, the obstacles, and the achievements, but he focused primarily on
the transition process that was inaugurated and manifested itself in front of his eyes, not
behind his back. The dream renewed itself as soon as the idea of rotation was achieved, an
idea that was unprecedented in its national connotations. “We chose to assume our national
responsibilities, and we preferred the countryss interest in order to participate in a smooth
transition and ultimately respond to the call of our King who was calling us all — all Moroccans
— to save the country from a threatening heart attack, given the prevailing economic, social
and political situation at the time”.

Bringing the subject into light in such a graceful way spoke volumes of Si Abderrahmane’s
high patriotism. Like some very rare leaders, he was able to have an objective analysis with
strategic long-term objectives in mind. He did not just make his position in a subjective and
simplistic way. He rather took into consideration the process of political action as a historical
genesis and the future prospect of democracy and human rights in Morocco.

A statesman/woman should not let himself/herself be consumed by sudden reactions,
because s/he should be able to take into account the political and societal context. The
primary consideration in such cases should always be given to the same objective priorities.
Subjectivity shall only be counted for in the ability to contribute to accumulated achievements
and to support the democracy-building process. This was the case for Si Abderrahmane, who
was able to express major and firm positions in a conciliating and diplomatic way. Not only
because “the style is the man”, but because Si Abderrahmane Youssoufi had /’arz e la maniére.

For Si Abderrahmane, bias and impartiality were a delicate balance that never broke.
His subjectivity always took into account his objective responsibilities, just like his public
responsibilities never gave room to any prevarication. He was always saying: “We hope that
in the near future we will not lose the virtue of dreaming and the ability to dream.”

'The King and the citizen

History is full of stories about dreams being fulfilled and coming true; and also, of dreams
that led to other dreams towards the consolidation of democracy and human rights. The
Consensual Rotation was a critical turning point in the history of Morocco as an independent
State. This experience restored the vitalities and the sense of citizenship. It restored all forms
of state affairs to participation and coexistence.



After all of this, Si Abderrahmane Youssoufi’s name went back to Tangiers. The names
of streets and avenues are usually an expression of appreciation or a tribute of recognition to
something/someone we have lost and we want to honor to preserve our common memory. This
was not the case for “Avenue Abderrahmane Youssoufi” in Tangiers. This avenue was named
after Si Abderrahmane and was actually inaugurated by His Majesty and Si Abderrahmane
Youssoufi, side by side. It was a rare, beautiful and very symbolic moment in the process of
political and human relations that brought a King and a Citizen together.

‘The common thing between the strategic and instantaneous aspects in Si Abderrahmane’s
personality is, undoubtedly, his judicious positions and the earnest and elegant way with
which he used to express himself. Whether he agreed or disagreed, he always amazed with his
comfort and elegance. The “avenue” was an eloquent example of a civilized dialogue between
a King who appreciated a citizen’s contributions and patriotism and a citizen who built his

patriotism with much patience and perspicacity.

From Tangiers... back to Tangiers

From the “international” city of Tangiers, where he was born, to “Avenue Abderrahmane
Youssouf1”, the street that was named after him, it was a life journey for Si Abderrahmane and
a period of time during which Morocco went through several experiences, full with lessons
and aspirations. Si Abderrahmane Youssoufi witnessed all these experiences and was part of
them. In this period of time we moved from the struggle against colonialism into the will and
determination to build democracy and entrench human rights.

In his path, Si Abderrahmane Youssoufi faced some complicated and intertwined challenges
and conditions. He devoted himself to change those conditions and create new ones; some
were uncomfortable but many were for the best. This was also the case for his friendships,
positions, successes, joys, sorrows, solidarity actions, and his defense and advocacy for freedom
of expression, the right to organize, and the rule of law.
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Feu Abderrahmane Youssoufi signant lacte d allégeance
dans le livre dor, 23 juillet 1999
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